THE MIRRORS OF WASHINGTON

"Yes," rejoined Mr, Harding eagerly, "That
would be a good idea."

A more inquiring mind would have gone further
than to be "for voluntary military training;' A
quicker, less cautious, if no more thorough mind
would have answered the first question, "What
would you train, officers or men?*' by answering
instantly*'Both/'

In that colloquy you have revealed all the men-
tal habits of Mr. Harding.   He was asked once,
after he had had several conferences with Senator
McCumber, Senator Smoot, Representative Pord-
ney, and others who would be responsible for finan-
cial legislation, "Have you worked out the larger
details of your taxation policy ?"

"Naturally not!" was his reply. That "nat-
urally " sprang I suppose from his habit of believing
that somewhere there is authority. Somewhere
there would be authority to determine what the
larger details of the party's financial policy should
be,

Now, this authority is not going to be any one
man or any two men. The President, his friends
tell us, is jealous of any assumption ofrpower by
any of Ms advisers. He is unwilling to have the
public think that any other than himself is Presi-
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